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To all whom it may. concér: . ]

Be it known that 1, DANIEL B. WESSON, of
Springfield, in the county of Hampden and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Revolving Fire-
Arms, of which the following is a specification
and description. ,

. The objeet of my invention is to provide a
convenient and effective means for securing or
locking the barrel portion of a revolving fire-
arm to the frame and for unlocking the same,
and of securing the chambered eylinder in its
position at the rear of the barrel, and of releas-
ing the same, when desired; and I accomplish
this by the mechanism substantially as herein-
after described, and illustrated in the acecom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure I is a plan view of so much of a re-
volving fire-arm as is necessary to show my
invention as applied thereto. Fig. ILisaside
view of the same with that part of the arm to
which my invention is applied inlongitudinal
vertical section at line A of Fig. I. Fig. 1ITis
a transverse section of the same at line B 6f
Fig.II. Fig.IV is a reverse plan view of the
locking-bolt and horizontal section of the top
strap at line C, and TFig. V is a plan view of
the thumb-piece for operating the spring-latch.

In the drawings, 1 represents the frame of
an ordinary revolving fire-arm. 14 represents
the barrel pivoted to the frame at 15.

3 represénts the cylinder, and 2 represents
the top strap, which extends rearward from
thebarrel and above the cylinder, and by which
the barrel and cylinder are secured in place
against the recoil-plate. In this case this top
strap hasalongitudinal cavity,as17, madefrom
its upper side, into which is inserted asliding
latch, as 8, having a cavity or recess, as 7,
made obliquely across its lower side, asshown
clearly in Fig. IV, and this latch is also re-
cessed for 4 portion of its length, as showr at
18, to receive a spring or stop, as 10, which,
being inserted in place in its recess, may be
secured therein by upsetting the metal of the
latch against and around it, or by any other
suitable means.

5 represents a thumb-piece, whose edges at
the ends are parallel and extend at right angles
to the length of the strap, as 2, and whose ends
are connected by a bar, as 6, having its edges
parallel and inclined to theedges of the thumb-

1 piece at the ends, this bar extending across the

lateh, as 8, obliquely, and approximately fit-
ting the oblique cavity, as 7, in the lower side 33
of the latch, so as to slide to and fro therein.

A spring, as 19, is placed in the recess 17 of
the strap, so as to have a bearing against the
end of the recess and the inner end of the
latch, and keep the latter in its most rearward 6o
position, with its rear end in engagement with
thecatch, as 11, which extends upwardthrough
the strap from the frame, in rear of and above
the cylinder, as shown in Fig. II. A slight
longitudinal cavity, of dovetail form at its 63
sides, is made in the top side of the strap, and

a cover, as 9, with beveled edges to fit the
dovetailed sides of the cavity, is fitted therein
and secured, preferably, by a screw, as 13.
The spring-stop, as 10, secured in the lower 7o
side of the latch, as 8, is inclined downward
near its rear end, and its extreme rear end ex-
tends downsward to a point just in rear of the
rear end of the cylinder and near its periph-
ery when all the parts are in place and the 73
barrel is locked to the frame, or when the
latch, as 8, is in its most rearward position,
and the cylinder is then held in its position in
rear of the barrel, and when thelateh is moved
forward the spring-stop, as 10, is moved for- 8o
ward also by the latch, and the incline of the
stop rides over the rear end of the strap, as 2,

at the point where the stop projects down
through the strap, and the extreme rear end of
the spring-stop 1s then withdrawn from itspo- 83
sition in rear of the eylinder, and when inthis-
position—with the latch moved forward—the
cylinder may be removed from its position in
rear of the barrel.

When it is desired to unlock the barrel from go
the frame, it is only necessary to press in the
thumb-piece, as 5, and the oblique bar, as 6,
on the thumb-piece, moving in the oblique re-
cess, as 7, of the latch, pushes the lateh for-
ward out of engagement with the cateh 11 on g3
the frame, and the barrel may then be tilted
forward to expose the rear end of the eylinder,
and, if desirved, the cylinder may then be re-
moved from its place in rear of the barvel;
but as soon as the pressure against the thumb-
piece is removed the spring, as 19, forces the
latch rearward again, and the spring-stop, as
10, also moves back, with its extreme end in
rear of the cylinder, to prevent the latter from
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being separated from the barrel, and yet allow
it to revolve freely. _

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new is—

1. In a revolving fire-arm, the combination
of a spring-latch adapted to move longitudi-
nally in the top strap of the arm, and to en-
gage at its rear end with a catch in the frame

. in rear of the strap, and provided with an
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oblique recess and a thumb-piece adapted to
move transverselyin said strap, and provided
with an oblique bar to engage with said oblique
recess in the latch, substantially as described.

2. In a revolving fire-arm, the combination
of a spring-latch adapted to move longitudi-

nally in the top strap of the arm, and to en-
gage at its rear end with a catch in the frame
in rear of the strap, and a spring-stop secured
to said latch, and with its rear end extending
downward in rear of the cylinder, and adapted
to move against a shoulder on the strap, where-
by the cylinder is held to the barrel when the
latch and stop are in their rearward position,
and is free to be removed from the barrel when
said latch and stop are moved forward, sub-
stantially as described.
DANIEL B. WESSON.
‘Witnesses: .

T. A. CURTIS,
N. E. DWINNELL.
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